
PARTS INCLUDED: SPECIAL TOOLS REQUIRED:
1 - DIS Coil Interface Module Volt Meter
4 - Retaining Screws
1 - Gasket

WARNING: During installation disconnect the battery cables. When disconnecting the
battery, always remove negative cable first and install it last.
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The MSD DIS Coil Interface Modules are designed
to ease installation of an MSD DIS Ignition Control
to GM vehicles with coil packs. The Interface
Module separates the coil terminals and the ignition
module terminals.

The Interface Module has four wires; two White
and two Black wires, that connect to the MSD DIS
Ignition. The White wires carry the MSD high
voltage to the coil terminals.
The Black Wires are responsible for triggering the
MSD and supplying a 12 volt ignition source
(Figure 1).

MSD DIS Coil Interface Module
PN 8870

Factory ignition modules are not consistent in which terminal of the ignition module supplies 12
volts. In order to properly install the DIS Ignition, you will need to confirm which terminal of the
ignition module supplies 12 volts. To do this, a volt meter is required. Before beginning the installation,
review the MSD DIS Ignition Control instructions.

Figure 1 Interface Module Wiring.

1. Mark the location of each spark plug wire and
its corresponding coil pack. Remove the
spark plug wires from the coils.

2. Remove the two bolts that retain the coil
packs and remove the coil from the factory
ignition module.

3. There will be two male terminals beneath
each coil pack. To ensure which terminal is
the 12 volt source, use a volt meter and probe
(test) each terminal, with the ignition turned
On (Figure 2). A blank diagram is supplied in
Figure 4 that allows you to note your vehicle's
wiring.

Figure 2 Identifying 12 Volts.

Note: Some applications require that the
engine be cranked momentarily before
12 volts are present on the terminal.
Check all of the terminals with the key
On. If 12 volts is not present, check the
terminals while cranking the engine.
Note the 12 volt terminals.

With the key on, locate the
terminal with 12 volts.
It may be nessary to crank
the engine.



2 INSTALLATION INSTRUCTIONS
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4. With the 12 volt terminals identified, mark the four wires of the Interface Module (Figure 3). The
White wire above the 12 terminal wire will always be Coil Positive (+). The other White wire will
always be the coil negative wire.

5. The Black wire above the 12 volt terminal will always be the 12 volt source to the MSD. The other
Black wire is the trigger source.

6. Position the MSD Interface Modules on the ignition module and terminals.
7. Remove the protective backing from the gasket and install the gasket with the adhesive side

towards the interface module.
8. Install the Coil using the longer bolts supplied with the Interface Module and connect the

spark plug wires.
9. Refer to the DIS Ignition Instructions to connect the wires.

Figure 3 Wiring After Locating the 12 Volts Terminal.

Note the different wiring callouts when the 12 volt terminal is opposite.

Figure 4 Write in Your 12 Volt Application.
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Figure 5 Typical Wiring to a DIS-2 Ignition.

IMPORTANT
WARNING!!

Your car's wiring may be
different, depending on
which module terminal

supplies 12 volts.

WIRE COLOR CODE
Brown/White-Coil (-) Channel 1
Brown/Green-Coil (-) Channel 2
Brown/Yellow-Coil (-) Channel 3
Brown/Violet-Coil (-) Channel 4*
Brown/Orange-Coil(+) High Voltage
White-Trigger Input Channel 1
Green-Trigger Input Channel 2
Yellow-Trigger Input Channel 3*
Violet-Trigger Input Channel 4*
Red-Ignition 12 volts (switched)

Brown-Ignition Interrupt (To Ground)
Blue-Two Step (to Ground)

Red (Heavy)-Battery (+)
Black(Heavy)-Battery(-)

* DIS-4 only

Figure 6  Typical Wiring to a DIS-2 Ignition.

WIRE COLOR CODE
Brown/White-Coil (-) Channel 1
Brown/Green-Coil (-) Channel 2
Brown/Yellow-Coil (-) Channel 3*
Brown/Violet-Coil (-) Channel 4*
Brown/Orange-Coil(+) High Voltage
White-Trigger Input Channel 1
Green-Trigger Input Channel 2
Yellow-Trigger Input Channel 3*
Violet-Trigger Input Channel 4*
Red-Ignition 12 volts (switched)

Brown-Ignition Interrupt (To Ground)
Blue-Two Step (to Ground)

Red (Heavy)-Battery (+)
Black(Heavy)-Battery(-)

* DIS-4 only

Note: Install the gasket between the Interface
and the coil.

Note: Install the gasket between the Interface
and the coil.

IMPORTANT
WARNING!!

Your car's wiring may be
different, depending on
which module terminal

supplies 12 volts.



Figure 7  Your Wiring.

MSD IGNITION • 1490 HENRY BRENNAN DR., EL PASO, TEXAS 79936 • (915) 857-5200 • FAX (915) 857-3344

FRM25790 Revised 04/04 Printed In U.S.A.

Limited Warranty

MSD IGNITION warrants MSD Ignition products to be free from defects in material and workmanship
under normal use and if properly installed for a period of one year from date of purchase.  If found to be
defective as mentioned above, it will be replaced or repaired if returned prepaid along with proof of date
of purchase. This shall constitute the sole remedy of the purchaser and the sole liability of MSD Ignition. To
the extent permitted by law, the foregoing is exclusive and in lieu of all other warranties or representations
whether expressed or implied, including any implied warranty of merchantability or fitness. In no event
shall MSD Ignition be liable for special or consequential damages.

Service

In case of malfunction, this MSD component will be repaired free of charge according to the terms of
the warranty. When returning MSD components for service, Proof of Purchase must be supplied for warranty
verification. After the warranty period has expired, repair service is charged based on a minimum and
maximum charge.

Send the unit prepaid with proof of purchase to the attention of:  Customer Service Department,
MSD Ignition, 12120 Esther Lama, Suite 114, El Paso, Texas 79936.

When returning the unit for repair, leave all wires at the length in which you have them installed.  Be
sure to include a detailed account of any problems experienced, and what components and accessories
are installed on the vehicle.

The repaired unit will be returned as soon as possible after receipt, COD for any charges. (Ground
Shipping is covered by warranty). For more information, call the MSD Customer Service Line (915) 855-
7123. MSD technicians are available from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday - Friday (mountain time).

WIRE COLOR CODE
Brown/White-Coil (-) Channel 1
Brown/Green-Coil (-) Channel 2
Brown/Yellow-Coil (-) Channel 3*
Brown/Violet-Coil (-) Channel 4*
Brown/Orange-Coil(+) High Voltage
White-Trigger Input Channel 1
Green-Trigger Input Channel 2
Yellow-Trigger Input Channel 3*
Violet-Trigger Input Channel 4*
Red-Ignition 12 volts (switched)

Brown-Ignition Interrupt (To Ground)
Blue-Two Step (to Ground)

Red (Heavy)-Battery (+)
Black(Heavy)-Battery(-)

* DIS-4 only

Use this diagram
to plot your
engine's wiring.

Note: Install the gasket between the Interface
and the coil.


